
Wrestling with the Sovereignty of God & the Freedom of Relationship 

Romans Chapters 12:3-13 
 

 

 

Section 2 – Romans 12:3-13 – Church Unity (B) 

 

Our main thought this morning will be, in the Messiah Christians should now strive for 

unity 

Our little section this morning will break into two parts: 3-8 and 9-13 

Remember last wee set the pace for this whole section…the foundation 

Paul will now build for unity’s sake on that foundation of Christian worship 

• Romans 12:3 

Given what you have learned so far, what would you say this means at a high level? 

Think now in terms of verses 1-2 

a) Offer God true worship – meaning thru yourself 

b) Be transformed by having your minds renewed 

c) ALL BECAUSE you should be thinking of yourselves as one people in Messiah 

Literally “Do not over-think above what you ought to think, but think in wide-thinking 

ways.” 

Just like in 11:25, Gentiles should recognize how they got here 

We fell into it 

We found righteousness when we weren’t even looking for it unlike the Jews 

Paul does offer one way to measure yourself. What is it? 

Measure of faith 

And remember from the letter, this isn’t an AMOUNT of faith 

He has already established that there is either faith, or there isn’t (Rom. 3:27-30) 

Faith means belief in Jesus as the Messiah of the Gospel story, raised from the dead 

 

• Romans 12:4-5 

This along with I Cor. 12 is the classic passage from Paul on diversity and unity 

“each member” = in Greek literally one by one, like he is taking a head count 

Paul points to each of us individually and says we belong to each other 

 

• Romans 12:6-8 

Always remember when you read these lists of gifts like in I Cor. 12 or Eph. 4, they are 

not exhaustive 

It is interesting that there are 7 here but not sure why 

Might simply be emphasizing the completeness of God’s provision 

And each one here has attached to it a responsibility which is pretty self-explanatory 

Prophecy is the only one that seems a little different 

“in proportion to faith” or “to HIS FAITH” 

I think the meaning is that people gifted in prophecy will have varying levels of faith or 

content associated with their gifting 

If you are gifted this way, go with what God gives you 

Brian as an example 



Prophets cannot just say what they want, or even sometimes what they hear 

Sometimes impressions are given with no meaning or interpretation 

They are simply to be held 

 

• Romans 12:9-13 

Now we have this general list that follows the specific giftings 

And what is at the head of this list? 

LOVE 

Again, what is the context of this? 

How the individuals within the church that make up the whole should strive to love each 

other 

And then we get this description of how it should look 

a) Loathe (hate isn’t strong enough) what is evil 

b) Cling tightly to what is good 

c) Have mutual affection 

d) Go first and lead the way in showing honor 

e) don’t be lazy when it comes to diligence 

f) be hopeful 

g) be patient 

h) prayerful 

i) give 

j) be hospitable 

Pretty good list huh?! 

Romans 12:1-13 really emphasize how the church should treat itself…as ONE 

 

Paul will now turn to the church and speak to how it should act with “outsiders” 

 

Section 3 - Romans 12:14-21 – Church life facing the outside (C) 

There isn’t a new paragraph per say, but you can see it in the language 

Paul goes from a string of participles to a pair of direct imperatives 

Instead of focusing on how they should care for each other… 

Paul nows turns his attention to how they should interact with those that might attack 

them 

Historically we are not aware of any direct persecution, but Paul knows it is coming 

Remember, the tradition of the Maccabees is fresh in their minds 

The 7 brothers in Maccabees 7 go to their deaths, calling down curses on their 

persecutors 

But this is not how Jesus would have responded 

 

• Romans 12:15-16 

What do you notice with Paul’s commands regarding the outside world? 

What does he assume they will do? 

Stay around them, not be so set aside they have no impact 

“Living in harmony” = thinking the same things toward one another 

Ultimately, Paul wants them to avoid a sense of SUPIORITY 

 



• Romans 12:17-20 

Why do you think in the middle of this Paul addresses them as “beloved”? 

They are loved by God, He sees and will take care of them 

Remember the righteousness theme right? 

He is loyal and just…He is Faithful and Fair 

We fend often for ourselves because we don’t think anyone else will 

This is all in the context of taking matters into your own hands 

He is not against fighting for justice, but simply doing it FREELANCE 

• Romans 13:4 

The idea in these verses is we can be reasonably confident that God will accomplish 

justice…which may well be done thru local government 

By the way, do you know where this OT saying comes from? 

Deut. 32 – where God in the end comes thru 

The he quotes Proverbs 25:21-22 (heaping coals) 

“Coals of fire” = almost certainly burning shame of remorse 

 

• Romans 12:21 

You gots to forgive…for you 

Again, think Righteousness of God 

 
 


